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B, lee ve Memory miſtnfornts me; 

: allowed of, by our 
| ene, to pnt u Prefatory hs 0 

ebenen ef the moſt part be et 

Trinipetervof our Commendation. Fo , ndt't0 

Nm this beaten\Rbadl, Time ſolved to ſa ay  ſonie- 

e Behalf: "Fiſt then, I hæve knie 

ed to be Zery ſhort,” though, Perhaps, not very þi 


| and I don't donbt bit the Reatler will eaſily e 
ue, That Brevity i is my eNicf Excellence. Bur! 

| ſhould'be ulleug ad, why F Pave" tome fiir ſhort" of "hn 
Flattern, I verily aſſure my Reader, that the Height 0 
| my Ambition was but to om after, Longo fed proxi- 
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mus Intervallo: Aud I muſt beg of him to Conf der, 
ber n Mr. Prior ir nam in Salva Cuſtòds ms. I 
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and then it will be natural for any one to of Verde rom 
whence this is dated, which, I hope, will in a great 


Meaſure apologize for its > ImiperſeGions ; for when a Man DT 


Badyis impriſon d, his Mind is then no lpſs; 
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% Iriſoner,naud cnſequenty's poor Tuer, and 
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| Whether, jolt at the Brink — Ton, 


Be that as wil, I'm bent to ſend 
What, in good Faith, I cat camnmend. 


However, to divert your Hypp, - 
From this dull Theme I'il make a Slip, 


And ry Fed . rote. 


Of much ſuch tittle-tattle Matter, 


As you once ſem to Fleatwopd,yhephard 


Time before you was in Jeopard- 
2 Ula Habe thete Bronght upd Rea Ls 


Had not, there been a Foot to ſpare : 


9210 18 130 en 4 14H. NE Ns, 1 t, 6 4 
But chat 'mongſt Friends ff be for gocken e : 


1001 1 Moles 759 bby | 
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So now. ee apt, e je comes 55 my 5 Sp 288 
As long 5s that of En ah It a 
I muſt confeſs th'Attempt is a4 12 d boo e es 
2 45 16 oftimes have been _ Thou 
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7 Thou art Old Dog at writing Letter. {19099 2 
1 Eſpecially, when to your 0 
Baeſides, at Rhime Thou art no Booby,” | 

f Tho' in State- Plots a perfect Looby. 

} Howe'er, I'll ſcrawl whilſt Whimſy" 5 hot, 

7 For whether Thou approv'ſt or not, 

T faith, it matters not a Jot. 1 
1 As, when you ſee a Poppet-Show, 

The Machines ſeem to ſpeak below, 

Tho? all the Time ſome Power above, 

Directs em how to ſpeak and move: 

ö So fares it with a jingling Poet, 

Who thinks He's Art, and needs muſt ſhow 3 it; 
One of the Nine, tho' His they ſeem, , 

The Jargon makes and ſets the Theme ; 15 


If ought ingenious He writes, 
Tis ſhe inſpires, tis ſhe indites. 
Now tho' I've quoted juſt before 
A Simile, pray take one more ; 
For when my Pate's once ſet upon „ „„ 
It mult come out whate” er comes Gt. 0. 
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That, ſince to you they“ re to be thown, . 


In Claes Picture ( (finely wrought) | 
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As, generally when Men eat, 300 570 17 or 
With Grace they conſecrate their ee „ md ibi 
Then with good Conkcienges, fall rr mii e aoband 
Their Dinner, be it Beek, or. Maury DE TRI Tn 
So I, laying aſide all Joke, 


The God Apollo s Aid invoke, - „ 
Harmonioys to tune my Lyre, N > 10 ff 188 il hiat'l 


And warm me with Poetick Fire; : 
Praying my Verſe in Size and Shape, 
May yours reſemble, whom l AgB 
You may perhaps think ſome your owyn > 
As your Miſtaken Venus chouglit | 


That ſhe her Soddeſs. ſelf did "= 
Her rofie Cheek, her brillant Eye, „ 
Her panting Breaſt, her milk-white This, 3 7 


228 — 42, 44 
And cry' d, Son Cupid, "There aun 1 / M ar conic! 200 iT" 
Dear Matt, of Genius Divine, Noi 5500 1 55 


Whoſe Poems prove in ev ry, Line 
A flowing Fancy, boundleſs Wit, e 
That grac d each Diſtick when you writ, 
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Forgive my faint, ambitious Muſe: 


7 Her bold, aſpiring Thoughts excuſe: 
Recanting what She ſaid before, 
Her vain Attempts She'll: now deplore, 


Leſt, whilſt too lofty Strains ſhe tries, 
Her Wings grow weak, ſhe flags, 4 and er | 


4 As the vain-glorious Phaethon, - 

f Aiming to charioteer the Sun, : 8 | 
F Was headlong thrown by angry Heaven,,, 
i To others Pride a Judgment given. 

In ſhort, I yield in Poetry 
x Thou doſt as far on-ballance Me. f 
As I do Thee in Honeſty. 

Oh! had it been Apollo's Pleaſure, 

4 That I had ſhar'd. thy happy Trealurej | 
Of Learning and improved Parts, 

'Y With univerſal Skill in Arts; au 
1 This Letter then ſhould have been Writ. 
1 In beauteous Style, in Numbers fit, 
b With better Judgment, better Wit: 
But ſince his Godſhip that denies, x = 
8 Lerrwhat hereafter comes ſuſfice ; 
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And 


Venter Largitor Ingeni: 


No, Sir; I'd then drink nappy Liquor, 
And booze like any Neigbb ring; Vicar ; 


And Findly take, what kindly meant is ; wh 3 


Good's the Deſign, whate'er tli Event is. 3 
7 F q 


Now, Sir, if Veſtis. Vurum facit, A 
I'll prove I may be dubb'd a Poet: 
My Breeches, they're torn all to Rags 
Nor have I Sixpence in my Bags: 

Then tell me, if to humane sicht 

I don't appear a perfect Wit: 

Beſides, a Judge ſhould make Allowance 
For Time, for Place, and for Convenience ; : 


Though ſome will readily reply, 


But how can You apply that to One, 
Already din d on Beans and Bacon, : 
And writes for nought but meer Diverſi on. 
Vary the Phraſe, and make the Thefi * 
Ingenium Largitor Ventri : 
Then judge, if my ingenious Brain 
Would Corpſe with Bread and Cliceſs ſuſtain; 
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1 
Jill emptying capacious:Rumpkin, 

I fall on Bones of Nerfolk Dutapling: 
Happy, as any Country Ae i 
Which way ſoe' er the Words ate flared, 
What are they to what's cow debated 7 
Fleſt Liberty the Pen ifſpires, OY 


But when bleak Lettices of Iron 


The meagre Poet do environ, e 


Z The fitteſt Theme's the Groar? 1 Zn! 9 
Don't Ovid's Tyiſtia verifſe, 

An exil'd Muſe ne er ſoars fo high, 

As when ſhe row d at Liberty? 
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From Country and from Friends to ſtray: 
If 1 have not their Company, 8 * 
What are my Friends then more t iO, Me, 
Than if I dwelt beyond the Sea? 8 
And pray than Him how am I better, 


Now Im inditing this my Letzer; 2 


Buy Metaphor the Billows beat, i 
And adverſe Winds in Combat meet; 
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He to ſtrange Lands was forc'd N55 Et 


Which with Applauſe the Reader fires: LE 
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Look 


Our only Comfort is tho eng Grace-, 
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May paſs away my vacant Hours 


123 
Look to the Sky, or down eme 50% tte 
Each is à diſmal, dreadful Foce. 10 a 
Of native Land a Part how = n,, yas 2k N 
Does now me (wretched Man!) encbuall? aw od 
Which Tve fo often travell'd de r. 
It ſeems like any Common Wee 
Irkſome and dull I ſtalk along, 
Nor hear the Blackbird's tuneful 1 
Nor Clos more engaging Tongue: 
Pale Sorrow fits on ey ry Face; 


From Parliament to hope at 
As heretofore, Oh! was I now. 


Stranger to what contracted bros RC 
Of jilting Fortune el er did 1 mean. 
Verſe ſhould flow ſoft, on ſofter Theme: 3 


Or knew I how paſt yes t "appeaſe, ; 5 15 a * Ty 
And once again fee al Things pleaſe ;- | 
That J (grant it ye Heavenly Powers i 
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Where are no ſad, no doleſul Strains, | 
But what the Nightingal complains ; 5 
Zephyrs and gentle Gales ſükfoußding- 
With Nature's Smiles all T hings' bounding: 
So let the faithleſs Atheiſt know, (1600.97 Dat t 
There are two Worlds, een here belos 10 an Laie 
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Like One recover'd Health again % d Mea 437 
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From racking Stone or goutiſh Pain, A " 
(Believe me, being in this Place Gf — 4 r on 
18 full as bad as either Caſe) Bs wan ing 
Buſy in Eaſe Ell ranſack rr 
Old Greek and Roman Learning Kg] Store,” bb O WIE 
That I next time may to my Friend een DEP 
My ſelf in better Verſe commen e 


Their brighteſt Notions I'll purloin, 

That You may ſometimes taſte a Line, 

To which You'll find the Foil in mine; 
Then reſt contented with this View 

Of what's hereafter to enſue ; 

And, here, 1 thought to have plac d, Adieu! 


But hold; in Muſe it would be rude, 


As yet, mechinks, for to conclude, 


Before 


So, Matt, farewell; a ſpeedy Voyage ; da ls _ vice 
The De il, no doubt, Will find Von Stowage det: 12: hit 
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Before She kindly recommends. MIN 
To You an 47 i and your Fe 
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Wherefore mine | ky does Do | Q: 155 Noch 22 I | 
She'll ne'er pretend ſuch. Guilt. tO, paint en 9191 I'M 
With half ſo deep, fo damn'd a DONE b 1701 20 9; 1 | 
As if She did delineate | * 
With that curſt Blood, which meant the Nate a? 
The moſt Papiſtick Lapſe of Fate 7 20:11:19 as 1 . 
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Wo'nt ask one Farthing „ 29937 a; eee 
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